tympanitic. The child had been insensible for some hours, and was incapable of swallowing any food put into her mouth; she uttered not a cry, except when smartly pinched, and there were occasional slight convulsive motions, especially of the muscles of the face and mouth.
While inquiring into the cause of these symptoms, which did not appear to be the result of any pre-existing organic affection, I perceived that the skin of the root of the neck was excoriated, all along a wrinkle extending round its front to either side, and that this part, as well as the linen which covered it, was stained of a yellow colour. I then learnt that the excoriation having for several days caused the child very severe pain, the physician had ordered it to be dressed with a mixture of cerate and laudanum; and I discovered from the prescription, dated the preceding day, and from what remained of the mixture, that the skin of the neck had been for twenty-four hours in contact with about fifteen drops of laudanum. Every thing was then explained: I had to treat an excess of narcotic action, by which the brain was principally affected. The absorption of the laudanum had been favored by the excoriated state of the neck. I removed with the greatest care the cerate and laudanum which covered the neck, and ordered four leeches to be applied to the lower part of the belly. Two hours after a moderate flow of blood, the face became a little pale, but the vital functions began to rally: the child could swallow a few spoonfuls of gooseberry water, and this was continued every quarter of an hour. Five hours after my arrival she began to suck, but feebly; through the night, however, she took the breast frequently. During the next day, the alvine evacuations, which had been suspended, resumed their natural state, and the symptoms of narcotism were rather diminished, but they did not wholly disappear till the third day after their attack.?Journal de Chimie Medand Glasgow Med. Examiner. ' That the cause of displacement in the present instance is neither a fluid, solid, nor aeriform collection in the left pleura, a diaphragmatic hernia, nor an aneurism of the abdominal aorta, is at once proved by the examination of the left side by auscultation and percussion. I may remark, that a case more illustrative of the importance of these modes of diagnosis could hardly be found. It might be supposed by some that the pulsations at the right side of the sternum were produced, not by the heart, but by an aneurism of the descending thoracic aorta; but this opinion I think untenable, as we know that, when an aneurism of the descending portion of the aorta gives a double pulsation, it must be of great size, so as to press against the heart. The tumor presenting on the right side, the heart would be pushed strongly against the left ribs, which is not the case here; and I may remark farther, that in such cases we can always feel two separate pulsations, one of the aneurismal tumor, the other of the heart, a circumstance which is wanting in this case.
We must then admit, that this is an example of dislocation of the heart, with rupture of the pericardium and right pleura, a supposition which appears to me to agree perfectly with the history of the case and the present state of the patient. Thus we have an example of displacement of the heart from a cause not hitherto recognized. From No. 65. New Series.
3 M right side, it becomes possible that a circumscribed empyema may exist; but the presence of the heart in the right side of the chest, under such peculiar circumstances, of course renders this supposition problematical.
As to the dilatation of the side, this may be produced by the heart itself. The power which the patient has acquired of bearing such great doses of digitalis is very remarkable. Of course much of this must be attributed to the acquired habit from its long-continued use; but in his case it will be seen that even after taking the remedy for a length of time, the pulse was not brought under eighty beats in the minute. The state of irritation of the heart will partly explain this. How far its displacement is concerned is a matter for future investigation. But the most singular circumstance connected with this extraordinary case, is the fact of the patient, after so dreadful an accident, having lived so long and enjoyed a tolerable state of existence. This renders it probable, that if hypertrophy of the heart exists, it must be slight, an opinion which is borne out by his state at my last examination, when, although he had not used digitalis for many days, the action of the heart was perfectly tranquil. 
